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and § 49.4253–1. For other provisions re-
lating to toll telephone service, see 
§ 49.4252–4.

§ 49.4252–3 Telegraph service. 
(a) In general. The term ‘‘telegraph 

service’’ means a telegraph, cable, or 
radio dispatch or message for which 
the charge is paid within the United 
States. For the meaning of the term 
‘‘United States’’, see paragraph (d) of 
§ 49.4252–4. 

(b) Amounts paid. A charge made for a 
telephone toll call used by a telegraph 
company in effecting delivery of a tele-
graph message shall be added to the 
basic charge for the transmission of 
the telegraph message for the purpose 
of determining the amount subject to 
tax. In such case, the telegraph com-
pany is not liable for tax on the 
amount paid by it to the telephone 
company for the toll call. A charge 
made for a telephone call which is used 
to reach a telegraph office for the pur-
pose of sending a telegraph message 
should not be added to the basic charge 
for the transmission of the telegraph 
message, as the telegraph message is 
considered to begin at the telegraph of-
fice. 

(c) Cross reference. For provisions re-
lating to telegraph messages commu-
nicated through the use of coin-oper-
ated telephones, see section 4253(a) and 
§ 49.4253–1. For other provisions relat-
ing to telegraph service, see § 49.4252–4.

§ 49.4252–4 Provisions common to tele-
phone and telegraph services. 

(a) In general. The tax applies to all 
amounts paid for services rendered 
which are incidental to the trans-
mission of a message or conversation. 
Where dispatches, messages, or con-
versations are transmitted by tele-
phone, radio telephone, telegraph, 
cable, or radio free of any charge what-
soever, no tax attaches, but where the 
carrier in fact makes some charge for 
the transmission, either in money, 
service, or other valuable consider-
ation, such charge is subject to the tax 
upon the basis of the amount of the 
charge computed in money or money’s 
worth. The tax is payable by the person 
paying the transmission charge and is 
to be collected by the person receiving 
the payment. If a message, dispatch, or 

conversation is transmitted ‘‘collect’’, 
the person who pays the charge there-
for is liable for the tax. All telephone 
and telegraph transmission services 
when rendered for hire are subject to 
tax whether or not the agency fur-
nishing such services is a common car-
rier. For provisions relating to the 
computation of tax with respect to 
charges for telephone and telegraph 
services, see section 4254 and §§ 49.4254–
1 and 49.4254–2. 

(b) When transmission begins and ends. 
Transmission begins when the message 
is delivered by the sender to the car-
rier, or its agent, and continues until 
receipt by the addressee or his agent. 
Thus, an amount paid to a telephone, 
telegraph, radio, or cable company for 
messenger service in bringing the re-
cipient of a message to the telephone, 
or in delivering a dispatch or message, 
must be included in determining the 
total amount subject to tax. However, 
an amount paid for messenger service 
rendered by a hotel or similar estab-
lishment is not to be included in the 
total charge on which the tax is com-
puted. 

(c) Services rendered under contract. (1) 
Except as an exemption may otherwise 
be specifically provided for in this part, 
where, under the provisions of a con-
tract, dispatches, messages, or con-
versations are transmitted by tele-
phone, radio telephone, telegraph, 
cable, or radio in consideration of the 
payment of a lump sum of money or 
the performance of services, the 
amounts paid for such transmissions 
are subject to tax regardless of whether 
such dispatches, messages, or conversa-
tions relate to the operation of the 
business of a common carrier and 
whether they are ‘‘on line’’ or ‘‘off 
line’’. 

(2) Where a telegraph company agrees 
to transmit over its wires dispatches or 
messages relating to the business of a 
carrier free or at reduced rates in con-
sideration of services to be performed 
by the carrier in transporting men or 
materials of the telegraph company, 
all such dispatches or messages are 
subject to tax. 

(d) Meaning of the term ‘‘United 
States’’. For purpose of section 4252 (b) 
and (c), the term ‘‘United States’’ in-
cludes the States and the District of

VerDate jul<14>2003 14:27 May 04, 2004 Jkt 203097 PO 00000 Frm 00243 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203097T.XXX 203097T


